
Step 1:

Every single angle of the head/face 
has a sphere.  When drawing a face, 
I always begin by placing a circle 
on the face starting at the top of the 
head, and falling right below the 
nose.  After placing in the circle, we 
can also add in an oval as seen here.  

Step 2:

The head can be divided equally in half.  
If we draw a line horizontally across the 
middle of the oval, we can see that this 
is where the eyes fall.  
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Step 3:  

The head can also be divided into 
thirds.  If we place a line at the hair-
line, the brow line, under the nose, 
and at the chin, we can see that each 
of the three sections is equal distance 
apart.  When drawing a front face, 
you can use the thirds to place your 
hairline, eyebrows, nose and chin.  
This is a great checkpoint to use.  
Again, it is not a perfect system, but a 
guideline to follow.   

Step 4:  

There are other important points to re-
member when drawing a front portrait.  
First, the width of the head is about five 
eye-widths wide.  When drawing your 
eyes, make sure that they are an eye-
width apart, and there should be about 
an eye-width between the corners of the 
eyes and the ears.  In some cases it will 
be an eye-width between the corner of 
the eye and the side of the head.  Again, 
faces vary, and so the guidelines need to 
be somewhat flexible.
The mouth will fall about 1/3 of the way 
below the nose, or 2/3s above the chin 
as seen here.  



Step 5:  

Place a line across the browline and 
under the nose.  This is where the ears 
should fall on the sides of the head.  You 
can see in my picture that my ears do 
not start at the top line and fall at the 
bottom.  However, they are within these 
lines.  Ears will vary in size and regard-
less of size, should fall somewhere with-
in this zone.

Step 6:

Some other checkpoints that are im-
portant to follow are seen here.  The 
corner of the eyes will almost always 
line up with the outer nostrils as seen 
above.  Also, the corners of the mouth 
will typically line up with the outer part 
of the iris.  



Step 7:  

In the  above picture, I have all guide-
lines set in place together so that you 
can see all of the checkpoints that you 
should cover when drawing your own 
faces.  As stated several times through-
out this document, this is merely a 
guide to use and not a perfect mod-
el.  We are all unique and so the sizes 
and location of our features will vary.  
However, they will all fall closely in the 
zones noted in this document.


